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a® Keconotruotion of villages and buildings in Pinnish Lappland bogan as 
soon as tho xj&r ond od and lias procee&ed so rapidly that Lappland has 
now roachod the housing levol of tho othor Pinnish provincos® Uotablo 
progress has als o boen nado in oloar ing arab lo land* In addition to 
rost oration of vjar-domged buildings, on oxtensive program of naiv 
construction is under \vay® All buildings aro of pornanent oonctruc** 
tion and nodero design® As an inoontivo to quiol: rcbuilding, tho 
Pinnish govorment grantod full oomponsation for buildings destroyed 
or äanaged during tho mr, subsidizod na xi conotruotion and land- 
oloar ing» and placed building mtori&ls, bluoprints and erport con- 
sultants at tho disioosal of the population® 

b® Tho formor rosidonts of Galla ond Kuola^SLrvi have all noved vrithin the 
nen Pinnish börder® I.Iost of liion havo establishcd honos just insid© 
tho border» aithough sone havo sottled along tho road töivard Keoi jdrvi 
and others on tho leror higfrway fr an Gavulsoski to Pelkosonnieni* Iho 
buildings aro spaood cloco togothor, parbioularly in tho produotivo 
river valley south of Pelkosennieni* In tho liorth, the Pinnish rosi- 
donts of Potoano and tho Ku s si an Skolte Lapps havo als o noved Tiithin 
tho nm Pinnish börder® The Potsano Finns have sottlod at Inari and 
on the Tana Pdvor® The Gkoite Lapps aro nav ©ncanped nortli of Inari® 

2 ö Kopv‘ lation --Po litical G y npat hlos ® 


The porcontago of Connunists in Lappland is s light ly higher than the pcr«« 
oentage in Finland as a tiholo. Poiitical affiliation of ^igedag noribors 
f ron tho provinco of Lappland is s 


Agrarian Party ».4 

Coalition Party • » * « * * * * 1 

Social Denocratic Party* * « «. ® * 1 
Denocratic Union (SFDL) *••*«.- S ■ 
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CHITRAL UTTELLIGiaiCB AGE1ICY 


As expressed in Rigsdag memborship, thoref oro, 25 por c ont of tho Lappland 
vot:= is CoinnMaist, camparod with 19 percent for all of Finlands | | 

25X1 I I general opinion in Lappland is that an eleetion at 

this tixao would show gains for the Social Domoerats at tho expenee of th© 
rtr . w-( Ccsmsunisto* | |whilo the Lappland Commnists 

25X1 are, of c ours© ~ vovxet sympathizers, tney ao not neoossarlly rogard v/i II ~ 
ingness to aceept the Soviet way of Xife as a oorollary to sympathy with 
25X1 Soviot theory®. The population of SaXla is moationed as an ©xamplo of this 
differentiation betwoon theory and action® A largo por c entag© of the SaXla 
25X1 Finns are Sot! ©t syimmth isors^ but tho entire torn noved into Xtinland whon 
the border \m s changed * | | nost of the Lappland 

Commmists, including thoie of Salla, would reaot to on unprovoked Soviet 
invasion as Finns rather than as Gommnists, and would f i glit for ifooir 
Finnish homes* (This does not, of o our se s apply to tho lloscow-oduoatod 
"Barrioade” Comunists « ) 


So The Salla Railwayv 
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Regular rail traffic does not go oas t of Kenij&rvi* Thore is no railrny 
bridge over the lake in sumer, and in winter tomporary ra i Is are Xaid 
aoross th© ice* Dur ing the sumer, cargo is tak en around lake Kemi on a 
12 -‘ton truck and then reloaded for rail travel* | ~| 

the Kemi järvi-Salla railway has an inprovised look, with a rcadbed that 
is apparently ma de of loose gr avel for long stretclies® Uoot of tho bridges 
betwoen Eomijärvi and tho Soviet bordor are small* At the tixa© of this 
report thoy are not in usable oondition and no repair -work is under wayv 

ropair and ©xt ens lon of tho railvmy would be c omp&rativoly 
simple becauso or geologien! conditions in the aroa c 


4 o Bordor Guard* 


a* Tlie border guard is comandod by Col» Ponnanen (fnu), with stoff hoad- 
quarters at Rovaniemi* (Gol* Pennanen wac a lieutenant, in chorgo of 
the compony dofonding tho Petsöino area in 1939-40, and is rogard ed as 
one of tho great horoes of the VTinter VJar*) The bordor guard undor 
Gol® Pennanen consists of four companios, each made up of 1 compony 
comanclor with tho rank of major or captain, 4 officers, 20 non- 
comissioned officors and 100 onlistod nen, popularly callod "frontier 
hunters Each oompany is divided into 10 guard units and a compony 
stoff® Tho four conpanies guard the f ollowing areas* 


Goapany Is 
öonpany 2 1 

Oompany Ss 
Gompany 4s 


!IQ at Keoijdrvi# Responsiblo for ©astern bordor® 

TJQ at IvalOc Responsible for northern border facing UggR 
and llorway* 

IIQ at IJuonio® Responsible for northern bordor facing 
ITortmy, and western border facing Ov/oden from northorn 
limit to Kolari® 

IIQ at Yli torni o* Responsiblo for Swodish border to Torni o* 


This organizatioa of the bordor guard ms put into effoct in 1949, ond 
r ©presents a chango of omphasiss Until tho resignation of Yr jo Loino 
as Ili nä 3 1 or of the Interiör.* tho UoSE bordor vjas guarded comoidmt hap- 
hasardly and tho Swedish bordor noro strictly* 

b® Soviot synpathizors anong tho permnontly-onployed border guard per-* 
eonnel are being transfer red out of tho border ar oa as rapidly as 
possiblo® Cited as an exoople is tlio transfer on 1 August 1949 of th© 
cossmnder of Gompany 2 from Xvale to a less critical post® 

c® Border-guard recruits ar o given the same basic training as military 
recruits * This is followod by flirblior training in classos held 'bwic© 
a yoar (winter and summor) by each bordor- guard compony* Tho officer 


25X1 
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posts aro luuch sought af tor because pay and housing aro good and the 
activity of oach officer is mor© or loss indopendoat. Iloralo and 
disoiplino ar o good, and seom to bo unaffectod by the nonotony of 
guard &uty 0 Tho sourc© romarks that tho individual, indepondent naturo 
of the guard nssignnerrcs, carried out in solitude, sooms peculiarly 
suitod to tho Pinnish temperament* 


5 c Roa de » 

The Pinnish ni litar y authorities in Lappland have announcod that all road*- 
building of any kind will bo repor ted in Ro vaniemi, Pchjeken San orna t and 
othor local newspapersc This stop mis toEon as a means c? quelllng r urnors 
that roads, airfields and/or f ortifications wero to bo built at Soviot ro** 
questo 

6 o P ortifications * 
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In 19401941, f ortifications yiotq built at Ij&rlc&jdrvi, Juotsij&rvi and 
Savukooki for tho Puroma Brigado, TJhieh was responsible for the ontir© 
Soviot fr ont ier of Pinnish Lappland* (Tho na in forces of the Brigad© 
vjero stiruicned noar Kcr/i ;jErvi.) Tho so f ortifications ar o still usablo, 
and still equipped with tank traps and barbed-Y/iro barr ier s » The I£Erkå<* 
därvi f ortif ications are mostly of coucreto construction. [J — — — 


bu^T 


] 


there aro rumorc along tho Swodish bo rder 'of név? T ortifica tions 
J ncT such construction has boen observed* | | tho 

runors have arison bocauso of the building which has boen under %my for tho 
past tvvo years on th© eaotorn bank of Torno River* This ineluded barraoks 
for three bordcr-guard conpanies, built about 7 kilometers south of 
Ylitornio in 1948 and put into use early in 1949* 


7 c Finni sh Lappland as a 1 11 litar y F ao t o r » 
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a 0 Th© only ai :?f:lelds in uso in Pinnis h Lappland aro those at Kemi and 
Rovaniemi. | | tho Rovaniemi fiold is to be en~ 

lar ged 5 and that tho solid ground horo mil make possibl© tho addition 
of runumys for heavy pianos. This could bo done at Kemi and Ivalo as 
woll. The pebble surfaco of tho vjatershod in this part of Finland | | 

| |mko possible tfoe construction of good air~ 

f ields Y/ithin a relativoly shor t tim®*, ITorthern Finland offers pos si1>* 
ilities for airfield construction that are not equalled in northern 
llonrny (mountain torrain), northara Soviot Karelia (numorcus bogs and 
lakes) or northern Sr/oden* | | Pinnish experts con«- 

firm his opinion that modorn nechanioal equipment plus natui^al conditions 
Yjould nako it possiblo to conpleto a considerable air«base aroa in 
Finland v/ithin ono month* 


b* ITeither roeds nor torrain would present gront difficulty if tho S ovi et o 
should docide upon a audden invasion of Finland by ivay of Sovukoaki** 
Uärkäjärvl, Koni järvi or Ivalo. Organised opposition to an invasion in 
this area would probably bo on too small a scale to stop a strong 
invad ing forcG, and tho Soviot authorities aro boliovod to knoi7 enough 
of tho local torrain to ©nablo Soviot forces to oporate beteeon tho 
roads * Tho Pinnish military authorities ar o said to bo fully aware that 
the wastes of north Finland present ©xc öl lent conditions for offoctive 
partisan warfaro, in contmst to the less favorablo ccnditions in 
Southern Finland . 
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